Molecular profile of the BCL2 family of the apoptosis related genes in breast cancer cells after treatment with cytotoxic/cytostatic drugs.
BCL2 (bcl-2) gene family members are important regulators of apoptosis. Increasing evidence supports their modulated expression in breast cancer cells and in many cases their relation to chemotherapy response, outcome, and overall prognosis, as well as their value as important potent therapeutic targets. Investigation and increased understanding of their transcriptional regulation and their specific roles in cancer progression and therapy response will be useful for focusing research on the development of novel therapies targeted against this gene family members' expression status. In the present review, we describe current knowledge of the molecular profile of the classical and novel members of the BCL2 family of genes as a response of breast cancer cells to cytotoxic/cytostatic drugs.